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Cabinet - Tuesday 5 May 2020

Cabinet
MINUTES of the OPEN section of the Cabinet held on Tuesday 5 May 2020 at 
4.30 pm. 

PRESENT: Councillor Peter John OBE (Chair)
Councillor Rebecca Lury
Councillor Evelyn Akoto
Councillor Jasmine Ali
Councillor Stephanie Cryan
Councillor Richard Livingstone
Councillor Victoria Mills
Councillor Leo Pollak
Councillor Johnson Situ
Councillor Kieron Williams

1. APOLOGIES 

All members were present.

2. NOTIFICATION OF ANY ITEMS OF BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIR DEEMS URGENT 

The chair gave notice of the following late item:

Item 7: #SouthwarkTogether: Council Response to COVID-19 Pandemic.

Reasons for urgency and lateness will be specified in the relevant minute. 

3. NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CONDUCT BUSINESS IN A CLOSED MEETING, AND 
ANY REPRESENTATIONS RECEIVED 

No closed items scheduled for consideration at this meeting.

4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS 

There were none.
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5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (15 MINUTES) 

There were no public questions.

6. DEPUTATION REQUESTS 

There were none.

7. #SOUTHWARKTOGETHER: COUNCIL RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

The report had not been circulated five clear days in advance of the meeting. The chair 
agreed to accept the report as urgent so that cabinet could agree and put in place the 
necessary next steps on policy and resource direction for the council with regards the 
ongoing response to the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the borough.

Cabinet members each presented an outline and response to the issues arising in respect 
of their portfolio/areas of responsibility. 

Cabinet also heard representations from Mike Wilson from Pembroke House, on the 
community response to the Covid situation; Deborah Hayman from Community 
Southwark, on the challenges facing the new community hub; Sarah Thurman from United 
St Saviours, on the impact on socially and economically vulnerable residents; and Sam 
Hepplewhite from the Clinical Care Commissioning Group (CCG), on the NHS and GP 
surgeries’ responses. 

Councillor Ian Wingfield, chair of overview and scrutiny committee was present and 
provided comments and an outline of the main areas to be discussed at the overview and 
scrutiny committee on 7 May 2020.

RESOLVED:

1. That the update on the council’s overall response to COVID-19 pandemic, working 
together with all our communities as part of our #SouthwarkTogether response be 
noted.

2. That residents, staff, partners, volunteers, providers, suppliers and all in our 
community be thanked for their continuing hard work and dedication in supporting 
our residents through this crisis safely.

3. That the remarkable response by Southwark residents in staying at home and 
observing social distancing and lockdown restrictions despite the challenges this 
brings to daily lives be noted.

4. That condolence be expressed to all those who have lost loved ones at this time and 
that it be noted that the humanitarian aspect of this pandemic will take some time to 
recover from. 

5. That plans to hold an interfaith service at Southwark Cathedral to pay our respects 
to those who have lost their lives in Southwark due to COVID-19, once the country 
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has come out of lockdown be supported. 

6. That the council’s work to support local people mentally and emotionally as we work 
towards recovery will be taken forward through a Humanitarian Assistance Steering 
Group (HASG) be noted, reporting back to cabinet on progress. 

7. That national government continue to be lobbied to make good on their promise to 
councils that they would cover the cost of additional council spending required to 
support people through COVID-19.

8. That officers be instructed to review the council plan and medium term resources 
strategy in the light of the pandemic’s impact on the borough and bring forward, 
where necessary, updated proposals to cabinet by September 2020. 

9. That the head of the chief executive’s office post be revised to provide director level 
oversight of the council’s approach to recovery and renewal.

10. That officers be instructed to consider the wider policy and resource implications of 
recovery and its impact on the borough including humanitarian assistance, 
engagement with communities, wider ways of working; and any review of 
governance arrangements in the light of these implications.

11. That the council continue to work with voluntary and community sector partners to 
explore ways in which to take forward the work that has been delivered in 
partnership during this crisis. 

The meeting ended at 6.30pm.

CHAIR:

DATED:

DEADLINE FOR NOTIFICATION OF CALL-IN UNDER SECTION 17 OF THE 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULES IS MIDNIGHT, THURSDAY 14 MAY 
2020.

THE ABOVE DECISIONS WILL NOT BE IMPLEMENTABLE UNTIL AFTER THAT 
DATE.  SHOULD A DECISION OF THE CABINET BE CALLED-IN FOR SCRUTINY, 
THEN THE RELEVANT DECISION WILL BE HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING THE 
OUTCOME OF SCRUTINY CONSIDERATION.


